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oABSTRACT O

This research was carried out on (388) individuals of the goatfish
Parupeneus forsskali (Fourmanoir & Guézé, 1976) caught from Syrian marine
waters, during the period from 15/9/2019 to 22/9/2020, using various fishing
tools, especially trammel nets. Sexual maturity of P. forsskali started at the
beginning of May, and its gonads (more than 50% of individuals) reached the
peak in June in both sexes.

The release period of reproductive products (eggs, sperms) extends from
July to October, where the highest value of the maturation index (GSI%) was in
June for males (2.61+0.64%), and females (4.56+0.81)%. The length at first
sexual maturity reached 15.2 cm, and 15.8 cm for males and females respectively.
The sex ratio of males to females was (1:1.3).

Key words: Parupeneus forsskali, Reproductive period, Length at first sexual maturity,
Syrian marine waters.
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