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o ABSTRACT o

This research presents a comparison between the poetic experiences of Forough
Farroukhzad and Ghada Al-Samman, based on self-revelation and female poet’s
reconciliation with issues of existence and entity. The comparison is an analysis of the
collections of poetic works The Captive by Frugh Farkhazad and Love, | Declare Love
Upon You, and Testify Against the Wind by Ghada Al-Samman. This is because these
works represent a comprehensive picture of the two experiences in so far as poetic honesty
is concerned. In particular, the study focuses on the crystallization of the essence of female
existence, her relationships with others (man, society), her rebellious cravings. It also gives
voice to her emancipation from social compliance and highlights the role of poetry in
granting her strength and entity.

Through text analysis, the research aims to capture images of female self-disclosure and
liberation from social submission and alienation. It also seeks to investigate her crises and
psychological transformations. As such, it feeds into the comparative methodology through
descriptive analysis that draws on psychological approaches to delve into the world of
women who are portrayed in both experiences in binary oppositions, in sequences of
revelations, grief, psychological and physical needs, liberation from the constraints and
dominance of others. Such pursuit aims to explore the essence of female’s shattered self-
love in connotations that uncover an entity that finds in poetry a haven to express her
hidden inner worlds and her perfection-seeking visions.

Keywords: Forough Farroukhzad, Ghada Al-Samman, female, existence, entity
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