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O ABSTRACT 0O

OBJECTIVE: Is there a stage of undifferentiated joint complaints before the
diagnosis of rheumatoid? What are the specifications of these complaints? Are there
inciting factors?

Materials and Methods: A retrospective study of 100 patients with definite RA.

RESULTS: There was undifferentiated joint involvements in most patients (76%)
ranging from months to years. A correlation was found between the early RF+ and
polyarticular involvements and the rapid integration of RA in adults, and vice versa with
its negative. The integration of the disease in children is faster, despite the RF-. The
prevalence of articular involvements was distributed according to one of three types:
progressive 51%, recurrent (39%), and flitting 10%.

In children, initiation was without cause (64.3%) and was associated with infection
(28.6%). In adults, 47.2% was without cause, with infections (18.1%), stresses 13.9%,
weather changes 12.5%, and hormonal disorders 8.3%. In adults, the articular
involvements in the upper and lower limbs together were found at all ages 52.8%. Just in
upper limbs were (40.3%). In children, the involvements of lower limbs were 28.5%, and
in the upper limbs were 17.9%.
In the winter, complaints were raised in adults and children (45.8%) and (39.3%),
respectively.

CONCLUSION: There is phase of undifferentiated joint involvements before the
diagnosis of rheumatoid, there are data that increase the likelihood of the disease and there
are factors that provoke this occurrence.

Keywords: Rheumatoid Arthritis, undifferentiated arthritis.
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