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oABSTRACT o

Tourism clusters are a group of adjacent tourist destinations or areas that have
geographical, historical, cultural, or environmental advantages. The development of
tourism clusters is an important strategy in the tourism industry, as these clusters can
increase tourism attractions, promote local development and create sustainable job
opportunities, and enhance the encouragement of tourism investment.

The research paper sheds light on cluster tourism and its importance in managing
cultural heritage and investing human, tangible, and intangible spatial resources through
the experience of the Russian federal government in the Golden Ring, which is one of the
most important global tourism development plans. The research analyzes the experience
of the Russian Golden Ring with its components resulting from the
agglomerations/clusters that included the cities of the ring and the surrounding areas, and
the pioneering positive role it achieved in socio-economic development without
neglecting the history and heritage of local communities. Where this experience, in
addition to creating a successful local and global tourism product, was able to create a
space for social and cultural interaction and activity in rural and urban areas, develop the
local community and improve the competitiveness of spatial identity.

The significance of this research is in drawing the lessons learned from the Russian experience
to guide tourism planning studies within the Syrian geography, which is rich in tourism, natural
and historical ingredients, and to provide a logical approach for the local administrative
authorities in adopting the policy of tourist agglomerations/clusters as a planning base for
launching cultural routes initiatives. Thus contribute to building an integrated spatial tourism
map that puts the issue of the tangible and intangible heritage of local communities along with
the various tourism components and the nature of land use in one crucible when marketing
broad tourist destinations based on competitive advantages. In order to enhance planning
efficiency in the pursuit of sustainable urban-rural development depending on the synergy
between the tourism sector and other productive sectors to achieve added value at the level of
the outputs of the expected spatial development process.

Keywords: Clusters, Cultural Routes, Tourism, Heritage, Golden Ring of Russia.
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