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o ABSTRACT

The research was carried out in Al-Basil park, Tartous Governorate in 2023. It aimed
to estimate the diversity of herbal species that grow spontaneously in the park, and to
provide some suggestions that could be useful in conserving this diversity.

17 samples were chosen randomly, with dimensions of (3x3) m covering the entire
park. The number of species and the degree of coverage of each species were recorded, and
the species apart from the samples were recorded. The indicators of specific richness and
the Shannon index were used to estimate biodiversity.

85 plant species were recorded at the park level, including 40 species inside the
samples, and 45 species outside the samples. These species belong to 73 genera and 30
families. Plantago lanceolata, Torilis nodosa, Medicago polymorpha, were the most
frequently encountered species in the park. The most represented family was Poaceae,
which had 16 species, followed by Asteraceae 14 species and then the Fabaceae with 8
species.

The results showed that the similarity between the samples was low to moderate,
indicating a marked difference in the plant structure within the samples. The study suggests
conducting more research on the structure and composition of wild herbaceous plants and
their characteristics, with an emphasis on the ecological functions of these plants, and how
to manage them to enhance their environmental, social and aesthetic values.
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Calenaula arvensis

Taraxacum officinale

Withania somnifera

Cyperus rotundus Ranunculus muricatus

Mercularis annua Plantago major Capsella pursa-pastoris
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Galium aparine Trifolium repens

Arisarum vulgare Moraea sisyrinchium Vicia hybrida
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