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occurrence of Platycephalus indicus (Linnaeus, 1758)
(Teleostei: Platycephalidae) in Syrian Marine water
(Eastern Mediterranean).

Fina Hammoud*

Meena Badran**
Malik Ali***

Ola Fendi****
(Received 21 /9 /2020. Accepted 12/ 11 /2020)

oABSTRACT o

Platycephalus indicus (Linnaeus, 1758) is an alien species into Mediterranean sea,
migrating from Red Sea. The species was first recorded in 2002 in Syrian marine
water, and no additional occurrences have been reported since that date. This paper
aimed to confirm the presence of this rare species in Syrian marine water, based on
additional record of a specimen, which was captured on 31 August 2020, using spear
gun, above a sandy bottom, at depth about 8 meter, opposite of Banias city (35° 10’
N; 35° 54’ E), about 800 m away from the shore. The specimen was succinctly
described including morphometric measurements (to nearest mm), and meristic
counts. The specimen was preserved in biology Laboratory, in Faculty of Sciences,
Tartous University. However, this occurrence is not sufficient to confirm the
adaptation of this species, and its success in forming population in the Syrian marine
waters. It needs more observing and monitoring processes to confirm or deny this.
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