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0 ABSTRACT o

The vegetation undergone extensive changes in different regions of the
world in recent years as a result of many natural causes and human activities,
because this cover is one of the important natural resource, monitoring changes in
vegetation is essential, remote sensing is one of the best ways to monitor vegetation

changes because of its accurate and updated data with continuous basis.

In this research, was studied the change of the vegetation cover in Al-

Safsafa area in the Syrian province of Tartous between 2002 — 2017, and to analyze
the reasons that led to this change using satellite images and GIS, and the NDVI
index one of the most widely used botanical indicators in the world has been applied.

The results of study revealed a significant decreased in medium and high

density vegetation with area shrinking by 15-27%, and attributed responsibility for
the occurrence of this decreased to elements of climate and population and urban
growth in.

Key words: vegetation cover, Safsafa area, Tartous, NDVI index.
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