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o ABSTRACT o

Abstract:The research deals with commercial activity in the Belad Alsham
during the Ottoman era 1516-1700, and the study of trade and its growth, which was
affected by the strength and weakness of the Ottoman Empire on the economic
policy and the level of trade exchange, in addition to its impact on international
conditions, and the strategic geographic location of the Belad Alsham, which led to
the encouragement and racing of European countries To establish foreign trade
relations in the region, and trade concessions to achieve their interests, the jostle of
merchants, markets and khans were built to meet the growing needs of trade, foreign
companies were established, especially Aleppo, and maritime navigation was
activated in import and export, and the internal commercial movement was activated
with the rest of the Belad Alsham states such as Damascus, Saida, Palestine and
Tripoli, in various Products and merchandise.. As for the internal trade routes that
crossed the Belad Alshamine states from north to south, they played an important
role in crossing convoys of merchants, pilgrims, and travelers, in addition to the
coastal roads that connected the ports inside. The research focused on the most
important means of commercial exchange, namely cash, its classifications and types
during the research period, in addition to introducing the units of weights and
weights used in cases of buying and selling in the mentioned period.

Key words: trade, Ottoman, sixteenth century, trade
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