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oABSTRACT O

The tourism sector—related activities represent one of the major sectors that has
a significant impact on both the economy and society in Syria. Tourism, in its
broader sense, stands out remarkably as one of the conditions for development in its
various dimensions including: tourism, cultural, economic, and social. It also
contributes to enhancing the positive mental image of the country in the minds of
tourists and media. Many previous studies have dealt with different types of tourism
and their requirements depending on their purpose, thus we find recovery, sportive,
and ecological tourism throughout the country. However, the current research
explores the role of Touristic planning of archaeological sites and historical
monuments, by showing the tourist attractions available in them, in achieving the
goal of touristic development in the study zone which is the Syrian coastline. The
governorates of Latakia and Tartous have recently witnessed signs of recovery from
the devastating consequences of the war on the country, whether in terms of restoring
most important archaeological sites there or through organizing successful local and
international promotion campaigns. Also, the research addresses the contribution of
successful touristic planning in providing a development lever for local communities,
which prompted the researcher to study the mechanisms for activating touristic
planning, such as improving the infrastructure of the chosen sites and developing
visiting tracks that take into account their specificity and carrying capacity, and
developing visiting itineraries that take into account the specificity of the studied
sites. These sites varied between sites with an international tourist dimension and
registered on the UNESCO World Heritage List, such as Salah al-Din fortress or
sites of local tourist interest, such as the archaeological site of Ugarit (Tel Ras al-
Shamra) in Latakia Governorate, or Al-Margab fortress in Tartous Governorate. It
was necessary to explore further the obstacles that hinder the activation of touristic
planning for archaeological sites in Syria, such as the lack of basic tourism services
in the study zone. In conclusion, the research presents obstacles, such as the lack of
basic tourism services and weak tourism promotion. It also emphasizes the positives
of sound tourism recruitment and the inevitability of involving the private sector in
this process, which reflects development for local communities and progress on the
path of desired tourism development in the study area.
Key—Words-Touristic planning, Archaeological sites, Cultural heritage,
Touristic development, Local communities, Syrian coastline
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