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0 ABSTRACTO

The Miraculous is one of the contemporary genres related to storytelling, in
which real and imaginary events are concocted in the story in a way that makes it
seem completely realistic. This, in turn, makes the reader accept it effortlessly.
Among the literary works in which signs of the most prominent elements of the
miraculous literature are noticed is that of the Syrian author Ghada Al-Samman,
particularly, in her short story collection The Square Moon. In this collection, one
can trace the emergence of the characteristics of miraculous literature, which
acquires special features as a result of the uniqueness of the literary style. Using a
descriptive analysis approach, this article is an attempt to highlighte the most
important elements of miraculous literature and its features in one of Ghada al-
Samman'’s most prominent collections of short stories. The article concludes that the
author, not only highlightes the elements of miraculous literature in her stories, but
also distinguishes them in a way that indicates the brilliance of her artistic taste and
innovation. What is distinguishable about this literary genre, and the most prominent
of which, is in making the endings of the stories shaded by mystery, mixing fiction
with reality. It is the gradual shift of characters from denial to doubt and later the
acknowledgement of the existence of fiction in the story. This shift has been
reflected on the reader, for which the acceptance of imagination becomes natural for
two reasons; first, because the author deals with the imaginary as the natural, and
second because the characters aligne themselves with the reader’s thought at the
beginning of their rejection and their transition to doubt and then to
acknowledgment. In the present study, the second reason will be discussed
thoroughly through selected examples from the stories mentioned above.

Keywords: miraculous literature, short story, Ghada Al-Samman, The Square Moon
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