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0 ABSTRACTO

The aim of this research is to link the functions of aesthetic rhetoric with the
functions of guidance and admonition. It is known that wisdom or admonition often
relies on clear, direct speech in order to achieve the goal of benefit and
understanding. As such, it includes linguistic elements that the reader cannot
equivocate in terms of verbal or conceptual comprehension. Obscurity or ambiguity
forms a cognitive barrier that prevents the reader from perceiving the goal of wisdom
and the benefit of admonition. However, in the words of the imam, we find a
beautiful solution to this problem. His wisdom and admonitions are profound yet
accessible, with the guidance function that does not require mysterious meanings
aligned with the aesthetic function that elevates wisdom or admonition to a double-
effect level. The imam's wisdom and admonitions aim for a beautiful understanding
by the reader, and thus, he intentionally creates a context of speech that is full of
beauty without losing its guidance function. Moreover, he uses the potentials of
rhetorical system in concise phrases that allow the reader to explore its depth,
making the reader a partner in producing the intended meaning of wisdom or
admonition. This deepens the reader's understanding and realization of its basic goal.
Keywords: Nahj al-Balaghah, Similarity Images, Aesthetic Rhetoric, Chapter of Wisdom
and Sermons.
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