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oABSTRACTO

Drought is one of the complex hazards that affect a large number of people compared
to other natural hazards .Precipitation is the most changeable climatic element from year to
year «<so it is the most important determinant of drought compared to other climatic
elements. Precipitation and droughts were studied using data from two stations in Tartous
governorate <the first is Tartous station with altitude of 5 m « and the second is kadmous
station with altitude of 866 m.

In order to characterize drought, meteorological data of monthly rain were
implemented. Using each of : sums of weighted standardized monthly precipitation
anomalies index, standard precipitation index, and rainfall anomaly index, intensity and
frequency of drought were computed. Results showed that, precipitation contrasted widely
between years and seasons during the period 1983-2013. Years of droughts frequented
more than wet years. In the both regions extreme drought was found during the years
(1988-1989, 2000-2001, 2006-2007), while humid years was found during the years(1991-
1992, 2002-2003, 2012-2013).
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