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o ABSTRACT o

Use the descriptive-analytical approach to study the extent of the continuous rise in
agricultural product prices, including (red meat and fish), on consumer purchasing
behavior in Tartous Governorate. A random sample of 400 consumers was selected. After
analyzing the data, the study showed an impact of consumer demographic variables
(income, family size, address) on their purchasing behavior regarding meat and fish
shopping and their share of the family income, except for the address, which did not show
an effect on poultry consumption. The results indicated that more than 30% of the study
sample refrained from buying red meat and fish due to price increases and reduced
purchasing power. Although consumers did not completely stop buying and consuming
poultry, monthly consumption quantities were influenced by income levels and purchasing
power. The impact of family size on meat and fish consumption and their share of monthly
income can be attributed to the fact that as the family size increases, expenses increase. If
this is not accompanied by an increase in income, families will be forced to purchase
essentials at the expense of reducing some food items, including meat and fish. An increase
in family size means increased clothing expenses, healthcare expenses, and other necessary
expenses. The influence of meat and fish consumption on the consumer's place of
residence and address is logical due to differences in dietary habits, consumption patterns,
and income between rural and urban areas. However, there is no difference in poultry
consumption between rural and urban areas, which may be attributed to all families relying
on poultry as an alternative to other meats due to its lower price compared to other types of
meat.

Keywords: Inflation,priceincreases,meat,fish,consumption,purchasing behavior.
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