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o ABSTRACT o

The research aimed to evaluate the agricultural policy for citrus crops in

Syria in terms of government support provided, support for production requirements,
taxes imposed, the competitiveness of the agricultural system, and the relative advantage of
this crop using the Policy Analysis Matrix (PAM). To achieve the previous objectives, the
study relied on secondary data for the year 2022, issued by Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform in Syria. The descriptive analytical approach was used with the aim of
presenting policies to support citrus crops, and introducing the Policy Analysis Matrix
(PAM), in terms of its construction mechanism, and methods of using it in analyzing and
evaluating policies.

The results of the research showed that the citrus production system in Syria is
considered competitive, because the value of the cost factor of local resources at special
prices is smaller than one, and it enjoys a comparative advantage, meaning that farmers use
local resources of lower value, and therefore producing it locally is better than importing it,
and the value of the cost factor is On the utility at social prices equal to 0.4, it is less than
one and greater than zero, and indicates that the citrus production system in Syria enjoys a
comparative advantage, and it is a more appropriate factor because it takes into account the
full cost of production instead of local factors.

The results also showed that local private prices for outputs are lower than
international prices, and this indicates that there is no support for citrus prices, that is, there
IS a tax charged on the agricultural product, and thus citrus farmers in Syria get less profit
if trade were free, in addition to the local prices of inputs. Lower than international prices,
and therefore the costs paid by citrus producers are considered low compared to
international prices, and it has been shown that the real percentage of support provided by
the government to agricultural products is very low.

Keywords: citrus crop, comparative advantage, agricultural policies, agricultural support,

production costs.
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